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Cody‐Kilgore Unified Schools

Mission Statement of CKUS

• Committed

• Knowledgeable 

• Unified 

• Successful

Cody‐Kilgore Unified Schools

• Sandhills

• U.S. HWY 20

• Cody, Kilgore, Merriman, Nenzel, 
Crookston, Valentine

• Small‐town tradition

• 21st Century Technology

Cody‐Kilgore Focusing on 
Entrepreneurship

• C‐K Public Relations Committee

• Nebraska Center for Rural Affairs

• U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
– R‐BEG (Rural Business Enterprise Grant)

– $75,000

• Student Run Grocery Store
– Arthur community grocery store
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$75,000 Grant Signing with the USDA

Why Entrepreneurship?

• Rural Opportunities

• Population Retention

• Nebraska Department of Education
– National Standards for Entrepreneurship 

Education

Steering Committee

• Student focus

• Grant Steering Committee

– Student members

• Cowboy GRIT

– Growing

– Revitalizing

– Investing

– Teamwork
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2009‐2010 Steering Committee

Student Designed Logo

Students and Sponsors Attend Governor's 
Conference on Rural Development
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Students Learning about 
Entrepreneurship Curriculum

Why a Grocery Store?

• “Food Desert”

• Convenience

• Student Learning‐Lab

• Economic Revitalization

• Increase Area Appeal
–Student families

Community Leaders and Students 
Brainstorming 
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Real Life=Real Set Backs

• Original location fell through

• Village of Cody Board finds 
alternative
– USDA Grant for $95,000

– Funds community building for grocery store and 
entrepreneurial center

Building Grant

• Cowboy GRIT goes GREEN

• Straw bale building
– Environmentally friendly

– More efficient, less expensive option

• George Paul Vinegary

George Paul Vinegary
Straw Bale Building Located in Cody
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Beautiful Building:  Warm in the 
Winter and Cool in the Summer

Community Bales Hay for Future 
Building

• Hard Work, Great 
Volunteers

• Huge Day

• Round bales were rolled 
out and baled.

• 700 bales stored for 
winter.

• Looking at Spring 
Construction 
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Bales to be used for construction in the 
spring of 2012.

“Community members and students put in a 
tremendous amount of work today.  We appreciate 
their efforts.”  John Johnson, Village Chairman.

Location Challenges

•Nebraska Game & Parks
•Rail Bank system

•Building‐free law
•Negotiating with Game 
& Parks
•99‐year property lease

What’s Next?

• Student Opportunities

• Groundbreaking

• Construction

• Inventory
– UNK SIFE (Students In Free Enterprise)

• Hiring Manager
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A Special Thanks…

• Center for Rural Affair

• Scotty’s Ranchland Foods

• George Paul Vinegary

• Nebraska Cooperative Development Center

• Cherry County Economic Development Board

• Southeast Community College Entrepreneurial 
Center

• UNK Students In Free Enterprise (SIFE)

• And more!

Questions?


