
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       CONTACT: 
May 12, 2009        Peter Cales, 402-471-6228 

 
Governor to Honor Points of Light Award Winners 

 
Lincoln, Neb. – Gov. Dave Heineman will present the Nebraska Governor's Points of Light Awards at a proclamation 
ceremony Wednesday, May 13 at 10:30 a.m. in the Warner Chamber at the State Capitol in Lincoln. The awards are 
presented quarterly in recognition of volunteers who give their time, talent and energy to help Nebraskans build 
stronger communities.  
 
This quarter’s winners: 
 
YOUTH Category:  Nebraska Foster Youth Council – Lincoln, NE 
Currently, more than 5,000 Nebraska children live in foster care. Ten years ago that number was around 2,000. 
Removing a child from a parent is one of the most drastic actions government takes. The Nebraska Foster Youth 
Council is a group of youth between the ages of 14-24 who are or have been in foster care. The purpose of the council 
is to make changes to the current foster care system through Department of Health and Human Service policy, to work 
with legislators on foster care issues, develop and provide training materials and provide local community support to 
foster children. In addition, the Council assists with Camp Catch-Up, a summer camp to reunite siblings separated by 
the foster care system and works on a project for Foster Care Awareness Month which is held the month of May each 
year.   

 
ADULT Category:  Megan Matthews -- Omaha, NE 
Megan Matthews is an invaluable team member of Omaha Habitat for Humanity through her service as the 
AmeriCorps VISTA Assistant Volunteer Coordinator. Megan has a thirst for learning everything she can, and she 
pursues that knowledge by digging in and simply trying to do her best. What sets her apart is that – win, lose or draw 
– she comes out of each experience all the richer for it, and so does everyone around her. For example, Megan took it 
upon herself to research the economics of North Omaha, the area which Habitat for Humanity primarily serves. 
Because she has a head for data and a knack for translating it into a compelling story, she has educated hundreds of 
volunteers (and even staff members) about what poverty housing really means for the families who live in it. In 
addition, she has served on the Habitat’s Family Selection Committee and as a co-leader on a large-scale neighbor-
hood survey project. 
 
GROUP Category: Woodmen of the World, Millard Lodge #706 – Millard, NE 
Millard Lodge 706 members volunteer over 100 hours of community service to "Nothing but Net Foundation".  This 
foundation supports an annual two-day city wide fun and games activity called "Get up and Fit" for Omaha youth at 
Benson High School. In addition, this Lodge provides volunteers to the Omaha Paint-A-thon, Omaha Food Bank, and 
many other community service organizations. Members of this Lodge put in a lot of time and effort into sponsoring 
the first Special Olympics Flag Football Clinic in 2008.  The clinic was staffed by 24 volunteers and featured 24 
participants between the ages of 14-45.  Because of the success of the 2008 flag football clinic, the Nebraska Chapter 
of the Special Olympics National Games plans to offer flag football as part of the 2009 games. These volunteers 
definitely make a difference through the dedicated work they do with Nebraska youth and Omaha community service 
organizations. 
 

Mobilizing Nebraskans To Strengthen Their Communities Through Volunteering, Collaboration And National Service Programs 



Each quarter, Commissioners from ServeNebraska review award nominations and make final recommendations to the 
Governor. The Points of Light awards are sponsored by Woodmen of the World. 
 
To learn more or nominate individuals and groups who have made a difference through volunteerism for a Governor’s 
Points of Light Award, please visit serve.nebraska.gov, or contact 402-471-6225 or (800) 291-8911. 
 
ServeNebraska pursues its mission of mobilizing Nebraskans to strengthen their communities through volunteering, 
collaboration and national service programs. 
 
 

### 
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