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Governor to Honor Points of Light Award Winners

Lincoln, Neb. — Gov. Dave Heineman will present the Nebraska Governor's Points of Light Awards at a proclamation
ceremony Wednesday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m. in the Warner Chamber at the State Capitol in Lincoln. The awards
are presented quarterly in recognition of volunteers who give their time, talent and energy to help Nebraskans build
stronger communities.

This quarter’s winners:

Adult Category: Myrna Red Owl — Omaha, NE

Myrna Red Owl is a board member on the Nebraska Urban Indian Health Coalition in Omaha. She was Director of the
Omaha Elders Program at the Nebraska Urban Indian Health Coalition from 2001-2006. During her tenure as
Director, she provided encouragement and support to a program for Native American elders called “Tired

Moccasins”. This group provides nutritional meals, health education, social, recreational and educational
opportunities for the elders. She continues to support the group’s activities and fundraising. Over 40 years Myrna has
participated in presentations and demonstrations supporting fair treatment for Native American peoples. Recently she
was a teacher of American Indian Craft and stories during the Intergenerational Culture Transfer service-learning
activity at Liberty Elementary School in Omaha. Myrna has also been an unpaid grandparent caregiver for two
children since their infancy and is an active advocate for all elders and grandparents in Nebraska.

Group Category: Global Service Learning Student Organization (NE Wesleyan University) — Lincoln

Global Service Learning is a student organization at Nebraska Wesleyan University. The intention of this organization
is to provide community service locally, nationally and internationally. Last fall, they adopted a room at the
Friendship Home, a shelter for abused women and children, to clean and decorate. Past service activities of students
include serving at VVoices of Hope, Lincoln Action Program, Lincoln Literacy Council, Clinic with a Heart, Equity in
Nebraska/Center for Legal Immigration, Star City Parade, Heartland Big Brothers Big Sisters and many other
organizations. Monthly group service projects have included garden clean-up at Community Crops; reverse trick-or-
treating at St. Elizabeth Regional Medical Center; sorting donations for the Center for People in Need; and running
booths at Sacred Heart School Carnival. Whether on or off campus, GSL students contribute enormously to the NWU
community and beyond.

Youth Category: Norfolk Panther JOOI Clubs — Norfolk, NE

The Norfolk Panther JOOI Clubs are affiliated with the Junior Optimist Octagon International, a youth branch of
Optimist International. The organization consists of nine clubs with 175 members ranging from grades 1 through 12.
Last year the youths logged 2,360 community service hours. The club members regularly visit and call Bingo with
elderly residents at two assisted living facilities and mentor younger elementary students and Head Start children
through the “JOOI of Reading Program”. The members also work with the Norfolk Police Division and Nebraska
State patrol to promote youth traffic safety among their peers. They work in the local Food Bank and Soup Kitchen
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where they stock shelves and serve warm meals. In addition, they host a number of fundraising events for their
Childhood Cancer Campaign. The Norfolk Panther JOOI Clubs’ exemplary service was previously recognized by
ServeNebraska as winners of a prestigious First Lady’s Outstanding Community Service Award.

Each quarter, Commissioners from ServeNebraska review award nominations and make final recommendations to the
Governor. The Points of Light awards are sponsored by Woodmen of the World.

To learn more or nominate individuals and groups who have made a difference through volunteerism for a Governor’s
Points of Light Award, please visit serve.nebraska.gov, or contact 402-471-6225 or (800) 291-8911.
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