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November 10, 2008         Peter Cales, 402-471-6228 

 
Governor to Honor Points of Light Award Winners 

 
Lincoln, Neb. – Gov. Dave Heineman will present the Nebraska Governor's Points of Light Awards at a proclamation 
ceremony Wednesday, November 12 at 10:30 a.m. in the Warner Chamber at the State Capitol in Lincoln. The awards 
are presented quarterly in recognition of volunteers who give their time, talent and energy to help Nebraskans build 
stronger communities.  
 
This quarter’s winners: 
 
ADULT CATEGORY:  Mike Bush of Omaha, NE.   
Chef Mike Bush has been an exceptional volunteer for the Visiting Nurse Association’s (VNA) Operation Frontline 
program since 2004. Operation Frontline is a nutrition education program that mobilizes volunteer chefs and 
dieticians to teach cooking, nutrition and food budgeting classes to community members who are at-risk of hunger. 
These classes provide a long-term strategy to end hunger by ensuring that people with limited income can feed their 
families low-cost, nutritious meals that are balanced, creative and safe. Each lesson teaches basic cooking, food 
budgeting and kitchen sanitation. Chef Mike takes a hands-on approach that involves taking participants to local 
supermarkets to learn how to shop for foods. To date, Chef Mike Bush has volunteered 900 hours of his time to help 
feed the hungry in a nutritious manner. In addition, Chef Mike has recruited two more chefs, which has enabled the 
program to reach an additional 831 youth and families. He continues to work on chef recruitment to get more 
individuals involved in the fight against hunger through education and awareness.  
 
YOUTH CATEGORY:  Nathaniel & Victoria Young of Omaha, NE 
Brother and sister volunteers Nathaniel and Victoria Young are community leaders promoting a healthy lifestyle for 
youth, especially as it relates to smoke-free air and the dangers of tobacco and secondhand smoke. Nathaniel and 
Victoria are members of Mt. Sinai Church and its youth group, T.A.T.U., or ‘Teens Aggressively Taking 
“U”thority…It Starts with You!’ Both of these young Omahans have been involved with tobacco education and 
awareness for the past 5 years. They have written letters to their local representatives, brought their message and 
passion for education to a variety of local parades and events, and taken part in the No Limits to empower young 
people to implement activities in their community that uncover marketing schemes by big tobacco companies. In 
addition, Nathianel participates in a variety of church programs, including plays, speeches and creating artwork for 
church programs and activities. Victoria also participates in Girl Scouts, and assists with the Liberty Church Great 
Exchange, a sponsorship program that provides more than 500 local children with a Christmas gift each year. 
Nathaniel and Victoria are leaders not only among their youth peers, but in their whole community. 
 
 
GROUP CATEGORY:  Orphan Grain Train of Norfolk, NE 

The Orphan Grain Train is a hands-on, Christian, humanitarian aid and disaster relief organization built on a 
nationwide network of volunteers. Grain Train’s 18 regional divisions collect, pack and ship more than 150 semi-
loads of donated clothing, medical supplies, food, relief supplies and humanitarian aid each year for needy people in 
America and around the world. Additionally, the Grain Train has a tanker that can send fresh palatable water at a 
moment’s notice, and mobile counseling unit that can be dispatched with qualified disaster counselors.  

Mobilizing Nebraskans To Strengthen Their Communities Through Volunteering, Collaboration And National Service Programs 



Since 1992, Orphan Grain Train has delivered nearly 30 million pounds of humanitarian aid to needy people 
in more than 40 countries on five continents. Most recently, more than 140 semi-loads of supplies were shipped to the 
Gulf Coast to aid recovery efforts for Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
 
Each quarter, Commissioners from ServeNebraska review award nominations and make final recommendations to the 
Governor. The Points of Light awards are sponsored by Woodmen of the World. 
 
To learn more or nominate individuals and groups who have made a difference through volunteerism for a Governor’s 
Points of Light Award, please visit serve.nebraska.gov, or contact 402-471-6225 or (800) 291-8911. 
 
 

### 
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