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First Lady to Honor Volunteers at Governor’s Conference March 31 
Includes Awards for Lifetime Achievement and Volunteer of the Year 

 
 
Omaha, NE – Nebraska First Lady Sally Ganem will preside over the 2008 Outstanding Community Service Awards 
Dinner March 31 at the Holiday Inn Omaha Convention Center, 3321 S. 72nd St. The Awards Dinner is part of the 16th 
annual Governor’s Conference on Community Service, and will also feature guest emcee Gary Sadlemyer, host of 1110 
KFAB Radio’s “Good Morning Show”.  
 
The ceremony will honor volunteers receiving prestigious “First Lady’s Outstanding Community Service Awards” and the 
new “Impact Awards”. The Awards feature several different categories, including Lifetime Achievement in Volunteer 
Service, Volunteer of the Year and the Debra Hartmann Award for Professional Commitment to Service. Many of the First 
Lady’s Outstanding Community Service Awards honor volunteers in education, an area that reflects First Lady Sally 
Ganem’s personal interest and history of involvement. All awards are open to a public nomination process. For additional 
information, or to nominate a favorite volunteer, Nebraska citizens may visit www.serve.nebraska.gov. 
 
Here is the full list of award winners: 
 
Impact Awards: 
 
National Service Member  
Kimberly Smith, LFS AmeriCorps Program, Omaha 
Kimberly Smith is a second year member with the LFS AmeriCorps Program serving in the Immigration Services 
Department. She uses daily her bilingual ability and her never-ending patience to assist every client in the immigration 
services department with an open mind and a true desire to help reunite families and improve lives.  
 
Debra Hartmann Award for Professional Commitment to Service 
Cynthia Archwamety, Arc of Buffalo County, Kearney 
As Executive Director of the Arc of Buffalo County, Cynthia Archwamety has a real passion to advocate for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. She has written grants, developed new programming, and takes advantage of any opportunity to 
share disability education and awareness presentations with many community groups.  
 
Outstanding Volunteer Group of the Year 
Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach Volunteer Teams, Lincoln 
Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach is Lincoln's largest provider of free nutritious meals and outreach services to the working 
poor and homeless. The hunger relief program is fueled by a corps of over 800 individual volunteers. In 2007, 9,308 separate 
instances of volunteer assistance were recorded as well as 104,357 nutritious meals were provided through this volunteer 
effort.  
 
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year 
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Donald Harvey, Lincoln 
For the past ten years Don Harvey has been a coach, mentor and friend to Special Olympic athletes. He is known by the team 
members as "Grandpa." He has provided the athletes he coaches with purpose, goals and opportunities to excel. He has the 
ability to make each athlete feel special. Don has gained the respect of both the young athletes he works and plays with as 
well as the families of those athletes. 
 
 
First Lady’s Outstanding Community Service Awards: 
 
Outstanding Service-Learning Program 
Food 4 Thought Backpack Program, Hastings 
Hastings College education majors learned that their young students dealt with poverty and hunger and decided to do 
something about it. They created the "Food 4 Thought Backpack Program" to help feed needy children on the weekend. 
They collect used backpacks on the Hastings College campus and fill them with nonperishable foods, vouchers for 
perishable foods and suggested healthy food menus. In addition, these students created a five-year plan to sustain the 
program long after they graduate.  
 
Outstanding School Volunteer Program 
Chadron State College Students in Free Enterprise Team, Chadron 
The Students in Free Enterprise 15-Member Team attend school, maintain jobs and still find time to help others. Among the 
Team’s success are drafting a proclamation signed by the city mayor declaring December 2007 as "Chadron Dare to Care 
Month", where volunteer hours from community participants exceeded 4,000 hours. 
 
Outstanding Service-Learning Adult Leader 
Joleen Zabawa, Omaha 
Just over five years ago, Joleen Zabawa became an AmeriCorps*VISTA member. She served two years in the service-
learning offices on the Creighton University campus and Clarkson College Campus. Over her years of service, Joleen has 
helped start two service-learning offices, written numerous grants for funding, created the service-learning resource website 
"Community Connections" and has encouraged many individuals to participate in the service-learning experience.  
 
Outstanding Community Partnership in Education 
Pinewood Elementary School & Monica White, Clarkson College, Omaha 
In July 2006, Clarkson College Health Communications instructor, Monica White initiated a community partnership with 
Pinewood Elementary School Principal Pam Johnson and Gifted Coordinator Betsy Barbary. During fall 2007, 100 
Pinewood Elementary students benefitted from mentoring and ongoing tutoring from more than 30 Clarkson students. 
Clarkson College students also facilitate a "Healthy Bodies/Bright Minds" program, and an after-school dance group for 3rd 
and 4th grade students. 
 
Lifetime Achievement in Volunteer Service 
Pam Fuhr Dinneen, Lincoln  
In 1994, two public school counselors, Pam Dinneen and Kay Kronholm realized that there was limited resources for 
providing coordinated support for grieving youth in the Lincoln community and founded the organization "Mourning Hope". 
Over the past 14 years, Pam has helped this organization provide support to more than 3,000 youth and family members 
through facilitating groups, training volunteers, developing new programming and serving on the board of directors. 
 
 
The Nebraska Volunteer Service Commission pursues its mission of mobilizing Nebraskans to strengthen their communities 
through volunteering, collaboration and national service programs.  
 

#END# 
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